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PATRICE MOTTINI
Elementary School, Le Gramat
Paris, France

Design: 1985-89

Completion: 1992

Fhotos: Y. Futagawa
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As evidence of poetic intensity and constrictive
simplicity, the elementary school Le Gramat, in
the fifteenth arrondissement of Baris, conveys its
double message: pedagogical and architectural.
Located in the principal structure of the school,
two atriums of glass bricks form covered
playgrounds around" which are a dozen
classrooms as well as a music room, design
workshop, library and computer room. The glass
bricks diffuse throughout a secondary daylight,
changing and iridescent, giving a unified
ambiance to the school. The translucent walls
between classrooms and vestibules isolate the

rooms while creating a spatial fluidity; rhythm
and' continuity evolve from the passage of light
across isolated units. In the peripheral concrete
walls, narrow window openings frame exterior
views, adding also to the diffused light inithe
rooms and providing fleeting pleasures of
perceiving the exterior.

It is by virtue ofi contrasts between harmony
and the unexpected, inside and outside, high and
low, movement and stillness that the school
expresses its potential. The scale of each space as
defined by its walls is conducive to concentration
and!learning while at the same time giving a

sense of unrestricted openness. The originality of
the facade lies in the exterior wooden-floor
corridors on each of the three levels with a
continuous screen-like grill covering the full
height of the building serving instead of a
balustrade. While each classroom is treated as
individual entities, at any moment there may be a
sudden explosion of life onto the outdoor

balconies leading to exterior stairways which
descend to the recreational court. Designed by

Frangois Seigneur, the courtyard floor is an
enlarged road' sign designating the presence of!
children and can be viewed from the skies. The
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two luminous playgrounds are supported on the
second floor while the first-floor court extends to
include several reception rooms, the gymnasium
and dance room.
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View fram streef
Ground floor plan
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View toward entry
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Architects: Patrice Mottini; I. Bede participated
in the conception; Jalil Amor, project overseer;
Sylvie Magnin, color studies of school buildings;
Frangois Seigneur, courtyard drawing

Client; Ville de Paris, Social Affaires
Department; Semea XV

General contractor: Darras et Jouanin
Consultants: Soreflor, metallic structure, framing
and elements; La Rochere, glass blocks;
Sagerbois, carpentry; Le Toit, cover,

Dining hatl fr3 waterproofing; T 21, electrical



